Active Families Benefit  
Frequently Asked Questions




Is the cost of equipment or uniforms covered by the benefit? 
No. A registration fee or membership fee is the only eligible expense. 
Can this benefit help to cover the costs of equipment used for unstructured activities, such as cross-country skiing? 
Unfortunately, not at this time. 
My daughter takes violin lessons once a week. There is no formal registration required for lessons. Can I still claim these costs? 
Yes. 
Even though there is no formal registration process, you are still registering your child with her instructor for the lessons; therefore, the fees you pay to your daughter’s violin instructor may be claimed, provided you have a receipt issued by the instructor. 
Does an out-of-province activity, like a music camp in Alberta, qualify for the AFB? 
It depends on whether the service provider is based in Saskatchewan or Alberta. The AFB only supports programs provided by Saskatchewan service providers. Any out-of-province activities provided by a non-Saskatchewan service provider are not eligible. 
If the music camp is provided by a Saskatchewan service provider but takes place in Alberta, and still meets the benefit criteria listed above, the activity is eligible under the AFB. 
Would family membership fees be eligible? 
Yes. 
The portion of the fee related to the child’s participation is eligible. The service provider may divide the portion of the fee related to the child’s activities from the family membership. 
Would a registration or membership fee paid through fundraising activities be eligible? 
No. 
Some recreation or sport organizations allow participants to work bingos or other fundraising activities on behalf of the organization and apply credit towards their registration fee. Many organizations do not issue receipts for the registration fee paid through fundraising activities. These fundraising activities are considered to be volunteer activities. 
My son’s grandmother provided my son with piano lessons. Can I claim this cost? 
No. 
Any amount paid to a service provider who does not deal at arm’s length as determined for income tax purposes is not eligible to claim the benefit. Any amount paid to an applicant's spouse or common-law partner, siblings (including their spouses or common-law partners), parents and in-laws, grandparents and children (including stepchildren) for eligible activities cannot be claimed for the AFB. 
Can my husband and I both claim the AFB for the cost of our daughter’s enrollment in an eligible activity? 
No. 
Only one parent is allowed to claim the benefit amount per child per taxation year. 
Under an agreement with the Ministry of Social Services, I am caring for my niece. Am I eligible to claim the costs of my niece’s participation in eligible activities? 
Yes. 
You are eligible to claim the costs only if you do not receive any recreation allowance from the Ministry of Social Services for your niece’s participation in recreation activities. 
I do not have any taxable income. Am I still eligible to claim the AFB? 
Yes. 
The AFB is a refundable tax benefit that does not require parents or legal guardians to have taxable income to claim the benefit. To qualify for the benefit, you must file your personal income tax return. 
How do I estimate the adjusted income for my family?
Adjusted income is essentially total family income with certain amounts removed that are excluded when calculating income-tested benefits in Canada.
Examples of income amounts that are not included (removed) and certain deductions that are not recognized (reapplied if previously deducted) when calculating adjusted income are listed below.
Removed income types: 
· Social assistance
· Disability benefits
· Capital gains
· Deemed gains i.e. property transfer due to death or marriage.
· Anti-avoidance gains ex. gifting, inheritance or transfer of property less than fair market value
Deductions that must be reapplied: 
· Benefit repayments i.e. Employment Insurance (EI), Old Age Security (OAS) or Canada Emergency Response Benefit (CERB) overpayments.
· Spousal support payments
· Child support payments
Ex. Adjusted income = employment income – (social assistance, disability benefits, capital gains) + [if previously deducted] (benefit repayments, spousal support payments, child support payments) 
Where do I go to claim the active families benefit?
The Canada Revenue Agency receives and assesses provincial tax credit claims for Saskatchewan. More information can be found on the CRA’s Saskatchewan Tax Information Webpage for 2026. The 5008-TC Form SK479 – Saskatchewan Credit form is used to calculate a family’s adjusted income and claim eligible expenses.
Do I need to submit receipts to the CRA when I claim the benefit amount? 
No. 
You are not required to submit receipts with your personal income tax return but are expected to retain them for future reference for verification purposes by the Government of Saskatchewan or the CRA. 

When filing my taxes, what form do I use to claim the benefit?
The Active Families Benefit can be claimed on form SK479, available on the Canada Revenue Agency (CRA) website. For additional information on how to complete the form, contact the CRA at 1-800-387-1193.
I registered my son in a hockey program which begins on January 1, 2026, and paid the registration fee of $150 on December 20, 2025. Can I claim this registration fee for the 2026 tax year? 
No.
The tax year in which to claim the AFB is determined by the date when the fees are actually paid and not when the activity takes place; therefore, you cannot claim the registration fee for the 2026 tax year. However, you can claim the registration fee you paid on December 20, 2025 in the 2025 tax year.
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