Family Home Child Care - Frequently Asked Questions

Regulated home-based child care providers operate child care services in a residential premises under
requirements that support the health, safety and well-being of children as well as their growth and
development.

Can | operate a child care home without becoming regulated?

Yes. In Saskatchewan, regulation by the Ministry of Education is optional for family child care home providers
who care for eight or fewer children, including their own children under the age of 10. However, regulated
homes receive considerable funding and supports from the Government of Saskatchewan.

How many children can I care for if | become regulated?
Regulated family child care homes can care for up to eight children, including their own children under the age
of 10.

All group family child care homes must be licensed. Upon initial licensing, a group family child care home may
be licensed for up to 12 spaces. After operating with a regular licence for a minimum of two years, the
licensee may apply to increase capacity to a maximum of 16 spaces if home meets usable floor area and other
additional regulatory requirements. An adult assistant caregiver is required whenever more than eight children
are in attendance.

Section 6 of The Child Care Regulations, 2015 provides further restrictions on the numbers and ages of the
children in child care.

What grants are available to develop and operate a regulated family child care home?
Government supports available to regulated home-based care providers include the following grant funding:

e One-time on opening:
o Start-up ($3,325) — This grant assists with the additional costs of opening a child care home, such as
equipment and furnishings.
o Fire Health and Safety (5$2,400) — This grant is intended to offset the costs associated with meeting
fire, health and safety requirements.

e Ongoing:

o Parent Fee Reduction — This grant is intended to make child care more affordable for all families
with eligible children in provincially regulated child care. Monthly grant amounts distributed to the
regulated child care home varies.

o Nutrition (580/space/month) — Supports the costs of providing nutritious meals and snacks for
children.

o Equipment (5300/space/year) — Supports program related costs, such as children’s toys, equipment,
furnishings, craft supplies, and children’s activities.

e Other grants include:
o Tuition and Book Reimbursement — Covers the cost of tuition and books purchased with respect to
classes in Early Childhood Education successfully completed by the licensee or a person employed in
a facility.
o Professional Development — This grant assists with attending approved professional learning
events.
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o Inclusion Program ($300 to $2,000/space/month) — Assists with additional costs of providing child
care services to a child with exceptionally high needs.

I live in an apartment or condo, can | become regulated?

All family child care homes must be in a residence, whether it is owned or rented. Home child care providers
may choose to rent a house specifically used for child care; however, applicants would need to get
landlord/condo board approval and investigate insurance and fire requirements.

In circumstances where you are not the only tenant, or where you rent a portion of the home, a criminal
record check is required for each adult that resides within the home.

Home child care providers will also need to consider the outdoor play area requirements set out in Section
67 of The Child Care Regulations, 2015.

What are the size requirements?
Section 66 of The Child Care Regulations, 2015 describes the requirements for Usable Floor Area of the space
you intend to use for child care.

Applicants will need to consider Section 67 regarding the outdoor play area. If a suitable outdoor play area
cannot be provided on the property, an Alternate Play Plan will be required. Ministry staff can provide a
template to complete during the licensing process.

Can | open a regulated family child care home if | am on a work visa/permit?

The Ministry of Education will consider applications for opening a Regulated Family Child Care Home from
individuals who are over 18 years of age and are residents of Saskatchewan, whether permanent residency has
been granted or a valid work visa is in place. As required under section 61, a licensee must meet Early
Childhood Education (ECE) requirements. A licensee of a home who does not meet these requirements must
complete an introductory course in ECE within one year after being granted a licence. Individuals are
responsible for ensuring that their visa or immigration status permits participation in educational studies within
Canada.

Please follow the steps to apply to start a Regulated Child Care Home.

Individuals who are under 18 years of age, on a student visa, or are not a resident of Saskatchewan are not
eligible to open a regulated child care home in Saskatchewan.

What training is required to open a regulated child care home?

Regulated family child care home providers are required to complete one three-credit unit course in early
childhood education within the first year of becoming regulated. This course must be from a recognized post-
secondary institution, such as a public college or university. In addition, the licensee of a regulated child care
home must complete first-aid and cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) training prior to becoming regulated.

Regulated group family child care home providers are required to complete an ECE | within three years of
being regulated.

Professional development supports continuous learning and skill development; therefore, all regulated
family child care home providers are required to complete six hours of professional development each
year. The Ministry of Education offers many professional development supports, including online
workshops supporting the implementation of Play and Exploration: Early Learning Program Guide.
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What are the steps to become regulated?

Step 1: Complete the online Family Child Care Home Applicant Information Session

This session will help you decide if operating a regulated child care home is right for you and explains the
process in detail. Make sure you are familiar with The Child Care Requlations, 2015.

Step 2: Submit an application package
Your full application needs to include the completed:
o Family Child Care Home Licence Application
o Criminal Record Check, including a Vulnerable Sector Check, for you and anyone 18 years of age or
older living in your home. Visit your local police service to apply for a criminal record check and a
vulnerable sector check.
Family Assessment Questionnaire
o Direct Deposit Payment Request Form

Step 3: Information Sessions
Applicants who are screened in participate in two information sessions on regulated child care licensing.
Applicants work through their Learning Plans toward becoming regulated.

Step 4: Screening and Home Visitations

The Ministry of Education will continue to screen applicants and will conduct visits to assess your home as
part of the regulatory process. Applicants will be contacted to arrange the visits. During these visits,
applicants will have the opportunity to ask questions about child care regulations and the next steps in the
process.

An Early Learning and Child Care Consultant will advise you when to schedule the fire and heating system
inspections and what should be included.

Step 5: Information Sessions and Home Visitations

Applicants continue to work through their Learning Plans and participate in two final information sessions on
regulated child care. Applicants will submit required documents and may begin to apply for multiple grants.
A consultant may conduct additional home visitation during this stage.

Step 6: Licensing Meeting and Granting
You will receive communication from a consultant informing you of the status of your application. Once you
have successfully completed all the steps to becoming regulated, your licence will be mailed or delivered.

How long does it take to become a regulated family child care home?
The ministry reviews each application based on local need and contacts all applicants to advise them of next
steps.

In areas that are already well served, applications may not move forward at this time. If this is the case for
your area, your name will be kept on file for up to three months; if a need arises to increase child care spaces
in your area, you will be contacted by phone to see if you remain interested.

Applicants who are screened in will be provided with information, resources and a timeline for completing
the licensing process. On average, the licensing process takes three to five months to complete.
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Who can I call to ensure my application has been received and that | am in the queue to be
regulated?

Once you have submitted your application you should hear from a ministry staff within 10 business days.

For More Information
e \Website: www.saskatchewan.ca/childcarehome

e Email: childcare@gov.sk.ca
e Phone: 1-855-824-9419
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