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This information is a guide intended for families who are thinking about immigrating to 
Saskatchewan or just recently landed and have limited or no experience with the education 
system in Saskatchewan. The school system goes from Prekindergarten to Grade 12 (PreK-12). 

For specific questions, please contact the school/school division in which you will be enrolling 
your child.  

Immigration 

Does my child need a study permit to go to school?   

To find out if permits are required to study in Canada, please visit the Immigration, Refugees 
and Citizenship Canada website for information.  

Choosing a School 

What is the school age in Saskatchewan? 

All children must attend school from ages 6 to 16. Children can start school as early as ages 3-4 
(Pre-Kindergarten), if available, and can continue up to the age of 22. 

What types of schools are available? 

There are three types of school systems in Saskatchewan:  

 Public school divisions provide education to all students. 

 Separate school divisions provide faith-based education. 

 Francophone school division provides education to students with francophone 
backgrounds. 

Most students attend the school in their neighbourhood. Parents may choose a school for their 
child, according to religious affiliation, language of instruction, or special programs offered.   

Registered independent schools and home-based education options are also available: 

 Some parents may choose to enrol their children in a registered independent (private) 
school. Registered independent schools are eligible to charge parents/guardians tuition 
to attend.  

 Families may choose to teach their children at home. Children who are home-schooled 
must be registered with the local school division. 

Once your landing location is determined, you can contact the school for further information. 
You can use our interactive map to find what school divisions are near you. 

  

https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/study-permit/prepare/minor-children/need-permit.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/study-permit/prepare/minor-children/need-permit.html
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/residents/education-and-learning/prek-12-education-early-learning-and-schools/k-12-school-divisions-in-saskatchewan#public
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/residents/education-and-learning/prek-12-education-early-learning-and-schools/k-12-school-divisions-in-saskatchewan#separate
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/residents/education-and-learning/prek-12-education-early-learning-and-schools/k-12-school-divisions-in-saskatchewan#francophone
https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/#/products/76862
https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/#/products/76862
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/residents/education-and-learning/prek-12-education-early-learning-and-schools/home-schooling
https://saskatchewan.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=1d776966f235493096f95c4e8def9809
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What languages are taught in Saskatchewan? 

Schools provide education primarily in English, but may also offer French Immersion from 
Kindergarten to Grade 12. French Immersion programs are targeted at students who have 
English or a language other than French as a first language. French is the language of instruction 
for most of the subjects. 

Francophone education is a French-language program offered primarily in French. The English 
language arts courses are also taught from grades 4 to 12. The Francophone education program 
is designed for Francophone heritage families. Newcomer families may also ask to enrol their 
children in this program. 

Important Documents 

What documents should I bring to the school? 

You should contact the school where you wish to enroll your child to determine what specific 
documents are required. As a general rule, you should have the following commonly required 
documents ready, translated into either English or French: 

 birth certificate or other documents (e.g., a passport) for proof of identity, citizenship, 
and age; 

 official (certified) translation of school records (e.g., transcripts- preferably issued by the 
government rather than the school);   

 baptismal certificate (often requested in separate schools); 

 proof of immigration status (e.g., work permit, study permit, permanent resident card); 

 Saskatchewan health services card or equivalent; and, 

 proof of residency in the boundaries of the school division (e.g., rental or purchase 
agreement, Saskatchewan’s drivers license, utility bill). 

Enrolment 

How do I enrol my child in school? 

School starts in early September and ends in late June. Schools accept new students throughout 
the school year. Students do not need to wait for a new school year to start school if arriving in 
the middle of a year. To enrol your child, you need to fill out the school’s enrolment forms. You 
can get enrolment forms from the school or on the school’s website. 

Upon arrival, you can contact the school or school division to ask any specific questions related 
to schooling (e.g., school policies and practices, required school supplies, transportation).  

If you have difficulty communicating in English or French, ask someone who speaks the 
language to help you. Schools have access to multilingual interpretation services that enable 
parents to articulate educational needs in their first language.   
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What is the typical grade placement? 

Students are usually placed in grades with peers that are close in age.   

Pre-Kindergarten is usually a half-day program for three-and four-year-old children. It is 
available in a small number of schools and families need to apply for their children to attend. 
You will need to contact the school to find out if Prekindergarten is available.  

The Francophone program offers a full-day Prekindergarten program for four-year-old children. 
Some of the Francophone schools also offer a half-day Prekindergarten for three-year-old 
children.  

In grades 10 to 12, students take courses at different grade levels, depending on their prior 
education and knowledge in specific subject areas and language proficiency. 

Below is the typical grade placement:  

Level of Study Grade Placement Age 

Elementary Preschool, PreK 3-4 

Kindergarten  4-5 

Grade 1 5-6 

Grade 2 6-7 

Grade 3 7-8 

Grade 4 8-9 

Grade 5 9-10 

Grade 6 10-11 

Grade 7 11-12 

Grade 8 12-13 

Grade 9 13-14 

Secondary Grade 10 14-15 

Grade 11 15-16 

Grade 12 16-17 * 

*Student can attend school up to the age of 22. The final decision of grade placement will be 
made at the school.  

How much do I have to pay for my child to go to school? 

Schools may charge tuition based on the immigration status of the parent or child. Typically, 
Canadian citizens, refugees, permanent residents, and children of temporary residents with 
work permits and some study permits (e.g., taking a full time degree or diploma program) do 
not pay tuition fees, except at independent schools. School divisions may charge tuition fees to 
non-Saskatchewan residents (e.g., those with visitor or student visas). You will need to contact 
the school for tuition details.  

 

https://www.saskatchewan.ca/residents/education-and-learning/prek-12-education-early-learning-and-schools/prekindergarten
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Will my child receive help while learning their new language? 

Each school in Saskatchewan is responsible for supporting newcomer students in learning 
English as an Additional Language (EAL). In Francophone schools, newcomer students are 
provided support in learning French (Francisation) and EAL. 

Your child will also be assessed by the school for school readiness, including language ability. 
Depending on the language level of your child, they may need additional time and supports to 
achieve language proficiency.  

Students over the age of 18 years who require additional English language supports should 
contact a local high school or post-secondary institution (e.g., Regional Colleges, Saskatchewan 
Polytechnic) to find out what programs are available.  

High School Completion   

What does my child need to graduate with a Grade 12 program standing (24 credits)?  

To graduate with a Grade 12 program standing students must successfully complete and pass 
24 course credits.  

Saskatchewan High School Credit Options provides an overview of what you need to graduate 
in Saskatchewan with a Grade 12 program standing – what's required and where you have 
choices. 

Students may be given credits for their previous learning in their country of origin. You will 
need to contact the school to determine what documents need to be submitted.   

Other Programs  

Do schools have settlement services to help families? 

In some school communities you may be able to access the Settlement Workers in Schools 
(SWIS) program. SWIS can help newcomer students and their families adjust to their new school 
and community.  

Early Years and Child Care  

What programs are available for children who are not school age?  

Licensed Child Care  

There are two types of licensed child care options in Saskatchewan: child care centres and child 
care homes. 

https://www.saskatchewan.ca/residents/education-and-learning/universities-colleges-and-schools/post-secondary-institutions#regional-colleges
https://saskpolytech.ca/?gclid=Cj0KCQiAjfvwBRCkARIsAIqSWlOTVC5i5Pn3z3PIfm-QHAH0Lba5AdZdUj3dK9k7-UxJebET92bhg5UaAt0REALw_wcB
https://saskpolytech.ca/?gclid=Cj0KCQiAjfvwBRCkARIsAIqSWlOTVC5i5Pn3z3PIfm-QHAH0Lba5AdZdUj3dK9k7-UxJebET92bhg5UaAt0REALw_wcB
https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/api/v1/products/85923/formats/99555/download
https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/api/v1/products/73966/formats/82847/download
https://swissask.ca/
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/residents/family-and-social-support/child-care/how-child-care-works
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 Child care centres provide full-time child care services for infants, toddlers, and 
preschool children while parents work or go to school. Child care centres may be located 
in schools, multi-purpose buildings, or other community settings. French child care 
centres are available in most of the Francophone schools. These centres offer children 
the early opportunity to learn and improve their French.   

 Child care homes provide full-time child care for up to eight children in a provider’s own 
home. There are also some Francophone child care home providers. 

Parents are responsible for finding child care that meets their needs. Contact information for 
licensed child care facilities is available online.  

Unlicensed Child Care and Preschool Programs 

Some English and French child care homes are not licensed. These homes provide care for up to 
eight children in a provider’s home. These home providers do not hold a licence from the 
Ministry of Education. 

Preschools offer early learning programs for young children. Preschools are also not licensed 
and are open in the morning and afternoon. The English preschools are usually run by 
community organization and are only half a day. French preschools are found in each 
Francophone program school. Therefore, parents may choose to send their child to the French 
preschool all day or for half a day. 

Family Resource Centres 

Saskatchewan has Family Resource Centres in several communities. These centres provide 
programs and services to parents and caregivers of children 0-5 years old. Families may drop 
into the centre any time, and programming is free. Staff members can provide you with 
information on local supports available to your family, or you may participate in a wide variety 
of available programming in the centre, such as: 

 parent-child play-together programs; 
 parent-child music and literacy programs; 
 parent education programs; and,  
 program and information sessions by local health care professionals. 

Saskatchewan also has French Family Resource Centres in various rural and urban communities. 
This programming is available in French through the Centre d’appui à la famille et à l’enfance 
(CAFE).   

  

https://www.saskatchewan.ca/residents/family-and-social-support/child-care/find-a-child-care-provider-in-my-community
https://www.bonjoursk.ca/fr/petite-enfance/
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Libraries  

What other programs are available for families?  

A public library is a place where you can:  

 find and read all kinds of books, magazines, newspaper, movies and music; 

 use computers and WI-FI; 

 join classes and take programs; and,  

 use your library card to take books, movies and music home with you. 

Public libraries offer many different types of classes and programs, including:  

 story times and activities for children and families; 

 classes for people learning EAL; 

 computers skills; 

 book clubs; and, 

 homework help. 

How do I use the library? 

If you want to borrow books or other materials, you need a library card. Library cards are free 
and can be found at a library in your community. Bring identification and proof of your current 
address (e.g., utility bill). Children under 14 years of age do not need identification to get a card, 
but they need their parent or guardian to sign.  

Do libraries have books in languages other than English and French?  

Public libraries offer books and online newspapers in many languages other than English and 
French, including Chinese, Arabic, Spanish, Russian, Urdu, Bengali, and more. Staying fluent in 
your home language will help you learn additional languages. Talk to a library staff member for 
more information.  

Does the library have online resources I can use?  

Libraries offer access to the internet and have apps and digital resources for reading, watching 
movies, listening to books, newspapers and music. Talk to a library staff member for more 
information.  

Are French resource centres also available? 

Centre de ressources éducatives à la petite enfance (CRÉPE) is a Francophone resource centre 
which provides a variety of French reading and educational material as well as toys. This centre 
is run by the Association des parents fransaskois. It provides a free French service to children, 
parents, and educators throughout Saskatchewan. 

https://www.saskatchewan.ca/residents/education-and-learning/library-system-in-saskatchewan
https://mlb.libguides.com/multilingual
https://www.bonjoursk.ca/fr/petite-enfance/v2
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Le Lien is a Francophone cultural and educational resource centre which offers a wide variety of 
French material: books, audio resources, magazines, educational guides and texts, games, 
movies, movies. Le Lien is run by the Collège Mathieu. This centre provides a free French 
service to children, parents, and educators throughout Saskatchewan.  

Are there any family literacy programs available in Saskatchewan? 

There are English and French literacy programs available to Saskatchewan families. 

Family literacy programs give opportunities to learn about: 

 the importance of language and reading; 
 the role that family members can play in reading with their children; 
 interactive literacy activities to support a child's literacy development at home and in 

school; and, 
 how to access learning resources through the library or their community. 

https://www.collegemathieu.sk.ca/info/services.html

