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Utility crossings as per The Railway Act include pipelines, water courses, telecommunications, 
electrical power and any other utilities.  
 
INTRODUCTION: It is against the law for a utility to cross over or under a provincially-

regulated railway or to alter an existing utility crossing without the 
written approval of the Minister responsible for The Railway Act. 

The Railway Act authorizes the Minister to fix the location of the 
crossing and direct details of the construction or alteration of the 
crossing in the case that there is a dispute between the utility 
company and the railway.  The Railway Act gives the Minister the 
authority to apportion the cost of constructing or maintaining the 
utility crossing. 

Applications to construct or alter utility crossings, and disputes arising 
from existing or planned utility crossings, will be handled in 
accordance with this guide. 

 
EXISTING CROSSINGS: Existing utility crossings do not require approval unless an order to 

correct an unsafe condition is issued to the railway by the inspector, 
pursuant to Section 23.1 of The Railway Act, or the utility company or 
the railway require an alteration to the existing crossing.  

 

APPLICATIONS: A utility company must apply to the Minister for written approval to 
construct or alter a utility crossing before the construction or 
alteration of the crossing is underway.  Applications submitted for 
approval will be checked to ensure the design and installation 
complies with provincial standards (see section on Standards in this 
guide).    

The utility company must provide the owner of the affected railway 
with a copy of the application and all material filed in support of the 
application prior to submitting an application to the Minister. 

The utility company may pay compensation directly to the railway for 
administrative and/or inspection costs associated with the review of 
the application for the utility crossing. 
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Application Submission: 
By email to:    rail.service@gov.sk.ca  
Or by mail to:   Railway Policy and Programs 

900-1855 Victoria Avenue 
REGINA SK  S4P 3T2 
 

Application Contents: 

There is no application form to apply to the Minister to construct or 
alter a utility crossing.  The utility company should submit a signed 
letter addressed to the Minister including details of the proposed 
utility crossing construction or alteration.  The application should: 

1. Include the name, address, telephone number and email address 
of the owner of the affected railway. 

2. Include detailed scale drawing(s) of the proposed installation, 
including: 
• Subdivision name and railway mileage (in miles); and 
• Plan and profile of tracks and crossings, including; 

- position and angle of the crossing relative to the tracks; 
- railway and utility right-of-way; 
- general layout of track(s) and railway facilities;  
- other structure or crossings in the immediate area; 
- pipe, wire or cable in relation to actual profile of ground and 

tracks including depth of wire/cable, casing and carrier pipes 
where applicable; and, 

- proposed limits of excavation. 
3. Include agreements between the utility company and the railway 

respecting the crossing. 
4. Include additional information depending on type of utility 

crossing.  For example:  

 Pipeline Crossing (Oil, gas, steam, water, sewer and other non-
flammable substance pipelines) requires: 
• Drawings sealed by a professional engineer 
• Statement identifying the specific standard to which the 

pipeline crossing was designed  
• Proposed signage plan 
• Proposed contents of carrier pipe 
• Details of carrier pipe, including:   

- Outside diameter 

mailto:rail.service@gov.sk.ca
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- Pipe wall thickness 
- Pipe material (specification and grade) 
- Maximum operating pressure 
- Coating and/or cathodic or other protection 
- Type and treatment of joints 

• Details of casing pipe (if applicable), including:  
- Outside diameter 
- Pipe wall thickness 
- Pipe material (specification and grade) 
- Coating and/or cathodic or other protection 
- Type and treatment of joints 
- End treatment (seals, open) 

• Depths, including:  
- Base of rail to top of carrier or casing pipe 
- Top of grade to top of carrier or casing pipe  

• Valves/Vents, including:  
- Location of valves 
- Method of marking valves 
- Location of vents 

 
  Underground Wire/Cable Crossing requires: 

• Drawings sealed by a professional engineer 
• Statement identifying the specific standard to which the 

crossing was designed 
• Purpose of wire/cable such as: 

- Signal transmission, power transmission, etc. 
- Voltage (where applicable) 

• Details of casing(s), including: 
- Outside diameter 
- Pipe thickness 
- Pipe material (specification and grade) 
- Coating and/or cathodic or other protection 
- Type and treatment of joints 
- End treatment (sealed, open) 

• Depths, including:  
- Base of rail to top of wire/cable or casing pipe 
- Top of grade to top of wire/cable or casing pipe  

• Markers, including: 
- Types  
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- Location 
  Overhead Wire/Cable Crossing requires: 

• Drawings sealed by a professional engineer 
• Statement identifying the specific standard to which the 

crossing was designed 
• Purpose of wire/cable such as: 

- Signal transmission, power transmission, etc. 
- Voltage (where applicable) 

• Heights such as: 
- Top of rail to wire/cable 
- Top of grade to wire/cable 

• Overhead high voltage wires running adjacent to or crossing 
the track must be shown not to interfere with railway 
communications systems. 

 
INSPECTIONS: Approval from the Minister to construct or alter a utility crossing may 

be subject to an onsite inspection of the proposed construction or 
alteration by a designated railway inspector.  Affected parties may be 
invited to attend the inspection or contacted by the railway inspector 
to provide information. 

AGREEMENTS: A utility company and railway may enter into a written agreement 
covering the location, and the cost apportionment for the 
construction, alteration and/or maintenance of a crossing.    

 
RAILWAY APPROVAL: Upon receipt of an application, the Ministry of Highways and 

Infrastructure (MHI) will give the railway an opportunity to provide 
comments regarding any safety concerns they may have with the 
application.  All comments or concerns from the railway must be 
submitted to the Minister within five (5) days of the railway receiving 
a copy of the application.  MHI may request that a signed utility 
crossing agreement between the two parties be submitted prior to 
approving the crossing application. 

 
APPROVAL & ORDERS: The Minister may approve the application on whatever terms and 

conditions, if any, the Minister considers necessary.   
 
CONFIDENTIALITY: All applications and attached documents become part of the public 

record and may be available for public viewing.  Upon request, certain 
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aspects of an agreement or application may, to the extent permitted 
by law, be kept confidential. 

 

DISPUTES:   Mediation and Binding Dispute Resolution: 
The Minister has delegated responsibility for resolving disputes 
regarding cost allocation to the Highway Traffic Board.  The Highway 
Traffic Board may, in case of dispute, allocate costs and cost sharing 
on a case-by-case basis. Unresolved disputes respecting the 
apportionment of costs related to a utility crossing will be referred to 
the Highway Traffic Board for determination.  The process for 
mediation or binding dispute resolution will be established by the 
Highway Traffic Board in consultation with the parties. 

If an applicant and a railway are unable to agree with respect to the 
location of a proposed utility crossing, the Minister may make an 
order fixing the location of a crossing. 

Orders: 
Orders of the Minister, Provincial Railway Inspector, or the Highway 
Traffic Board are binding upon the parties and remain in effect until 
amended or rescinded. 

 

REFERENCED The ministry recommends that all new or altered utility crossings be  
STANDARDS: constructed and maintained in accordance with the applicable 

following standards as determined by the railway and/or applicant’s 
engineer: 

1. TC E-10 Standards Respecting Pipeline Crossings Under Railways;  

2. Oil and gas pipeline crossings will be required to comply with C.S.A. 
Standard Z662-15 and subsequent revisions thereto;  

3. Steam, water, sewer and other non-flammable Substance pipeline 
crossings will be required to comply with TC E-10 or AREMA 
“Specifications for Pipelines Conveying Non-flammable 
Substances” and subsequent revisions thereto; and/or 

4. Underground and overhead wire and cable crossings will be 
required to comply with C.S.A. Standard C22.3 No. 1-15 and C.S.A. 
Standard C22.3 No. 7-15, respectively, and subsequent revisions 
thereto. 
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CONTACTS: For more information contact Railway Policy and Programs at 
rail.services@gov.sk.ca or (306)-787-5847. 
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